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SUMMARY

This working paper proposes to prohibit the transport of thermometers which
contain mercury, in carry-on baggage or on the person, by amending the
provisions for passengers and crew in Part 8 of the Technical Instructions.

Action by the DGP-WG: The DGP is invited to amend the list of medical
necessities in Part 8, Chapter 1, in Table 8-1, subparagraph 9), as shown in the
appendix to this working paper.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 A Russian airline has recorded two cases of damage to the integrity of mercury
thermometers by passengers in flight, followed by discharging of their content to the carpet of the
aircraft cabin. On 5 June 2015 cabin crew of an aircraft on a domestic flight from Khabarovsk to
Moscow found the content of the mercury thermometer (mercury balls) in the cabin. After arrival at the
destination airport, appropriate services inspected the aircraft and performed its demercurization (clean
up). On 11 June 2015, cabin crew of an aircraft on an international flight from Moscow to Prague
received a message about the damage of the mercury thermometer and spreading mercury on the carpet
of the aircraft cabin. The cabin crew on their own was not able to collect mercury in the cabin and the
destination airport could not provide appropriate demercurization service. As a result, the airline had to
send the aircraft back to the departure airport without passengers for demercurization service.
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1.2 Industry currently offers digital thermometers, based on heat sensors containing no
mercury. These thermometers are widely used, and may be used by airline passengers and crew members
without restrictions on board an aircraft.

1.3 We believe that the decision to allow the carriage of mercury thermometers by
passengers in carry-on baggage and on the person was taken when mercury thermometers were not digital
analogs, and nowadays, carry-on passengers and crew have alternative options that would make it
possible to prohibit the presence of mercury thermometers in the passenger cabin and cockpit.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to amend the list of medical necessities in Part 8, Chapter 1, in
Table 8-1, subparagraph 9), as shown in the appendix to this working paper.
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APPENDIX

PROPOSED AMENTDMNET TO PART 8 OF THE TECHINICAL INSTRUCTIONS

Part 8

PROVISIONS CONCERNING
PASSENGERS AND CREW

Chapter 1

PROVISIONS FOR DANGEROUS GOODS
CARRIED BY PASSENGERS OR CREW

Parts of this Chapter are affected by State Variations US 15; see Table A-1

1.1 DANGEROUS GOODS CARRIED BY PASSENGERS OR CREW

Table 8-1. Provisions for dangerous goods carried by passengers or crew
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Items or articles Restrictions
Medical necessities
9)  Small medical or clinical Yes | ¥esNo | YesNo No No a) no more than one per person;
thermometer which contains
mercury b) must be for personal use; and
c) must be in its protective case.
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