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INTRODUCTION

In Table 3-1, the entry for UN 2800 — Batteries, wet, non-spillable has a number of

special provisions assigned, one of which being Special Provision A67, which reads as follows:

#  A67

(=238) Non-spillable batteries meeting the requirements of Packing Instruction 872 are not subject to these

Instructions when carried as cargo if, at a temperature of 55°C, the electrolyte will not flow from a ruptured
or cracked case. The battery must not contain any free or unabsorbed liquid. Any electrical battery or battery
powered device, equipment or vehicle having the potential of dangerous evolution of heat must be prepared
for transport so as to prevent:

a) ashort circuit (e.g. in the case of batteries, by the effective insulation of exposed terminals; or, in the
case of equipment, by disconnection of the battery and protection of exposed terminals); and

b) unintentional activation.

The words “not restricted” and the special provision number A67 must be provided on the air waybill when
an air waybill is issued.
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1.2 The basis for A67 comes from special provision 238 in the UN Model Regulations.
However, as indicated in Table 3-2 the wording of A67 is only approximately the same as Special
Provision 238. The major difference between A67 and 238 is that the conditions under which a battery
may be considered as non-spillable, the vibration test and pressure differential test, are set out in Packing
Instruction 872 in the Technical Instructions, whereas in the UN Model Regulations these tests form part
of the special provision.

1.3 The tests mentioned are those that allow for a battery to be classified as UN 2800 —
Batteries, wet, non-spillable and as such it is believed that they correctly must be part of the special
provision as this forms part of the determination of the assignment to the correct UN number and proper
shipping name. To have what is effectively classification criteria in a packing instruction is incorrect as
the packing instruction only applies to batteries that have been classified as UN 2800.

14 To address this it is proposed to revise the wording of Special Provision A67 to that of
special provision 238 in the UN Model Regulations by bringing into A67 the wording of the vibration and
pressure differential tests. This text would then be deleted from Packing Instruction 872.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to revise Special Provision A67 as shown in the appendix to this

working paper. If this is agreed then there will be consequential amendments to Packing Instruction 872
and to Table 8-1, item 5 as shown in the appendix to this working paper.
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