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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Item 7 in Table 8-1, which applies to lithium battery powered mobility aids, makes
specific allowance for passengers with collapsible lithium battery powered mobility aids to carry one
spare lithium battery up to 300 Wh or two spare batteries up to 160 Wh. However, there is no such
allowance for passengers that use a collapsible mobility aid powered by a non-spillable battery.

1.2 Passengers with reduced mobility who travel by air with battery-powered mobility aids
are protected in most States by very strong anti-discrimination regulations which prevent the airline from
denying travel unless the aircraft is too small to carry the mobility aid or there are strong safety reasons for
refusing carriage of the device.

1.3 For operators of high capacity regular public transport aircraft the ability for the operator
to refuse carriage of a spare non-spillable battery by a passenger with a mobility aid powered by such a
battery is almost impossible, particularly as the battery itself would be treated as “not restricted” in
accordance with Special Provision A67 if consigned as cargo. This makes it very difficult, if not
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impossible for the operator to make an argument against carriage of the spare non-spillable battery on
safety grounds.

1.4 To address requests from passengers that utilise mobility aids powered by non-spillable
batteries to be able to carry a spare battery, one large operator in one member State has received a
permission from their regulator to permit them to accept and carry spare non-spillable batteries when the
passengers travel with their battery-powered mobility aids. However, this permission only applies within
the member State as there would be a need for the operator to seek a similar approval from each State that
the passenger may wish to travel to so that the passenger could carry the spare battery on the connecting
and/or return flight(s).

1.5 To address this need, it is proposed that a revision be made to Item 5 in Table 8-1 to allow
for the carriage of a spare non-spillable battery by a passenger who uses a mobility aid powered by a non-
spillable battery.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to revise Table 8-1, Item 5 as shown in the appendix to this working
paper.
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