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SUMMARY 

This working paper proposes that some clarification be included into Table 8-1 
to address items of luggage that are equipped with power banks. It is proposed 
that the luggage items equipped with power banks must have the power bank  
user removable. 
 
Action by the DGP: The DGP is invited to consider revising Item 20) in 
Table 8-1 as shown in the appendix to this working paper. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Many luggage manufacturers, traditional and start-up, are selling so-called “smart 
luggage” that include integrated lithium batteries, motors, power banks, GPS, GSM and other capabilities, 
(see Appendix B for examples). 

1.2 To be acceptable in or as passenger or crew baggage, this “smart luggage” would have to 
be considered as a portable electronic device (PED) and therefore must comply with the provisions set out 
in Part 8, Table 8-1, Item 20). One of the conditions here is that articles, the primary purpose of which is 
to provide power to another device, must be carried as spare batteries and therefore are restricted to carry-
on baggage only. 

1.3 However, some of these luggage manufacturers take the position that as the lithium 
battery in the power bank may also power the lock or the GPS, that the luggage is “equipment” and the 
power bank can remain installed in the luggage, even when offered as checked baggage, or required to be 
carried in the cargo compartment due to space limitations in the cabin. 
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1.4 To address this it is proposed that specific reference to luggage with installed power 
banks be included into Item 20) of Table 8-1 and to require that where luggage is equipped with a power 
bank that power bank must be user-removable. In addition, the power bank should be marked with the 
Watt-hour and the luggage should include an indication of whether the power bank is installed or not.  

2. ACTION BY THE DGP 

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider revising Table 8-1, Item 20) as shown in the appendix to 
this working paper. 

— — — — — — — — 
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APPENDIX A 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PART 8 OF THE TECHNICAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Part 8 

 
PROVISIONS CONCERNING 
PASSENGERS AND CREW 

 
 

Chapter 1 
 

PROVISIONS FOR DANGEROUS GOODS 
CARRIED BY PASSENGERS OR CREW 

 
Parts of this Chapter are affected by State Variations US 15, VE 9, VE 10; see Table A-1 

 
 

1.1 DANGEROUS GOODS CARRIED BY PASSENGERS OR CREW 
. . .  

 
Table 8-1. Provisions for dangerous goods carried by passengers or crew 
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 Consumer articles 

 . . .         

 20) Portable electronic devices (such 
as watches, calculating 
machines, cameras, cellular 
phones, laptop computers, 
camcorders) 

      

≠  Portable electronic devices 
containing lithium metal or 
lithium ion cells or batteries 
(articles containing lithium metal 
or lithium ion cells or batteries 
the primary purpose of which is 
to provide power to another 
device must be carried as spare 
batteries in accordance with the 
item below) 

Yes Yes Yes No No a) carried by passengers or crew for personal use; 
 
b) should be carried as carry-on baggage; 
 
c) each battery must not exceed the following: 
 
 — for lithium metal batteries, a lithium content 

 of 2 grams; or  
 
 — for lithium ion batteries, a Watt-hour rating 

 of 100 Wh; 

        d) luggage equipped with a power bank must be 
designed to allow the power bank to be user-
removable. The power bank should be marked 
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with the Watt-hour rating and the luggage should 
include an indication if the power bank is 
installed or not. All power banks must be 
removed from luggage that is to be checked-in 
or that cannot be carried in the cabin. The 
removed power bank must be carried as spare 
batteries as below; 

 
de) if devices are carried in checked baggage: 
 
  — measures must be taken to prevent 

 unintentional activation and to protect the 
 devices from damage; and 

 
 — the devices must be completely switched 

 off (not in sleep or hibernation mode); and 

        ef) batteries and cells must be of a type which 
meets the requirements of each test in the  
UN Manual of Tests and Criteria, Part III,  
subsection 38.3. 

 . . .         

. . .  

— — — — — — — — 
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SMART LUGGAGE 
 
Modobag: www.modobag.com 
 

 
 
Raden: www.raden.com 
 

 
Away Travel: www.awaytravel.com 

http://www.modobag.com/
http://www.awaytravel.com/
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Bluesmart: www.bluesmart.com 

 
— END — 


