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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Dangerous Goods Panel (DGP) was informed during its working group meeting in

April 2017 (DGP-WG/17, Montreal, 24 to 28 April 2017) of an informal briefing to Council on security
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restrictions adopted by some Member States, requiring passengers and crew to place large personal
electronic devices (PEDs) in checked baggage on certain flights. At the time, ICAO recognized that this
would result in greater numbers of PEDs powered by lithium batteries in cargo compartments than would
have previously been the case.

1.2 Following that briefing, the ICAO Council established a multidisciplinary Cargo Safety
Group (CSG) to address the potential impact on safety from those security measures. The CSG comprises
of chairpersons from seven different panels as well as experts from relevant international organizations. It
held its introductory meeting in June 2017 (Montréal, 1 to 2 June 2017) and a second meeting in July 2017
(Paris, 19 to 21 July 2017).

1.3 During the second meeting of the CSG, data from the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) and European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) was presented which suggested that:

a) if PEDs were moved from the cabin to the cargo compartment, there would be a
potential ten-fold increase in cargo fires which introduces risks and hazards that the
existing aircraft fire suppression systems may not be equipped to safely manage;

b) there were additional risks posed by:

1) improperly packed PEDs in checked luggage by passengers; and

2) the combination of permitted dangerous goods in checked baggage such as
laptops and aerosols.

14 One recommendation of the CSG was for the DGP to consider amending the Technical
Instructions so that PEDs may only be transported in carry-on baggage unless approval to transport them
in checked baggage is granted by the operator (see DGP/26-1P/1, paragraph 4 a)).

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider whether PEDs carried by passengers or crew should be
permitted to be carried in the cabin only unless approval to carry in checked baggage is granted by the

Operator and if so:

a) agree to the amendment proposed in Appendix A restricting all PEDs carried by
passengers and crew to the cabin; or

b) agree to the amendment proposed in Appendix B restricting only larger PEDs to the
cabin.

2.2 If the above amendments are agreed, guidance will need to be developed for operators
granting approvals for passengers to place PEDs in checked baggage.
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