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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 At the seventeenth working group meeting of the Dangerous Goods Panel (DGP-WG/17,

Montréal, 24 to 28 April 2017), a paper was presented (DGP-WG/17-WP/45) that proposed some changes
to the provisions for dangerous goods in post as set out in Part 1;2.3 that would remove or address the
inconsistencies between the way dangerous goods are treated when in international mail and when the
same dangerous goods are carried as cargo.

1.2 In the discussion of the working paper at DGP-WG/17 the Secretariat advised that these
issues would be brought to the attention of the then newly-established ICAO-UPU Contact Committee
that was due to meet in September 2017.
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1.3 It is not clear if there has been discussion of the particular issues at the ICAO-UPU
Contact Committee. There was a report provided to DGP-WG/18 on the March 2018 meeting of the
ICAO-UPU Contact Committee but there was no specific mention of any discussion related to dry ice in
mail.

14 One of the issues raised in the working paper at DGP/17 was the inconsistency between
mail and cargo where dry ice is contained in a package as a refrigerant for UN 3373. For cargo there is a
requirement for the operator to perform an acceptance check and then the information on the dry ice must
be included on the written information to the pilot-in-command. However, for mail there is nothing
specified, which leaves the question open as to whether where there is dry ice in a mail article the DPO is
required to offer the mail article containing UN 3373 and dry ice separately to the operator so that the
operator can perform an acceptance check and then include the dry ice in the mail on the information to
the pilot-in-command.

1.5 To address this inconsistency, this working paper proposes a modification to the
provisions in Part 1.2.3.2 b) to require that when the DPO has a mail article containing UN 3373 with dry
ice as a refrigerant that the DPO must offer the mail article to the operator separately from other mail so
that the operator can perform the acceptance check. The DPO must also provide the information required,
UN number, proper shipping name and mass of dry ice in the package, so that this information can be
included in the information to the pilot-in-command.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider the revisions to Part 1;2.3.2 as shown in the appendix to
this working paper.
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