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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 At the nineteenth working group meeting of the Dangerous Goods Panel (DGP-WG/19,

Montreéal, 1 to 5 April 2019), two working papers were presented (DGP-WG/19-WP/10 and DGP-WG/19-
WP/25) that raised questions on the information provided by authorities when issuing exemptions and
approvals and also the interaction between shippers seeking approvals and exemptions, the authorities
considering issue of these approvals or exemptions and operators being requested to carry dangerous
goods under an approval or exemption.

1.2 There was support for the development of additional guidance material that would support
member States when issuing approvals and exemptions, although some members expressed concern that
any guidance should not be too prescriptive or suggest that, for example the packing instructions in the
Supplement were the only method of achieving the required level of safety.
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1.3 This working paper tries to take those comments into account in proposing
recommendations to States on considerations for approvals and exemptions, including that when
considering a request from a shipper that the State should recommend to the shipper that an operator
willing to carry the cargo should be identified in advance. This is particularly important as the State of the
Operator should consider the operator’s capability to carry the dangerous goods under approval or
exemption.

1.4 The proposal also includes recommendations on the inclusion of the packing instruction
with the approval or exemption where the packing instruction referenced does not exist in the Technical
Instructions. Providing the applicable packing instruction with the approval or exemption supports the
acceptance process by the operator and ensures that the operator can properly verify, to the extent possible,
that the shipper has complied with the applicable provisions of the approval or exemption.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider the changes proposed to the content of the Supplement to
the Technical Instructions as shown in the appendix to this working paper.
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