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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 In reviewing the packagings that are permitted for UN 3292, Batteries, containing

sodium and Cells, containing sodium, it was identified that there is an inconsistency between the
packagings permitted by Packing Instruction 492 in the Technical Instructions and packing instruction
P408 in the UN Model Regulations.

1.2 The Technical Instructions show that single packagings are permitted for Batteries,
containing sodium but that only combination packagings are permitted for Cells, containing sodium.
However, as both cells and batteries are placed directly into the (outer) packaging, then technically this is
not a “combination” packaging and to refer to such is misleading and confusing for users.

1.3 It was also identified that requirements in P408 in the UN Model Regulations for
cushioning material to be provided in packagings for cells is missing from Packing Instruction 492.
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14 When further reviewing the packing instructions for other battery types, i.e. Packing
Instruction 870 for UN 2794 Batteries, wet, filled with acid and UN 2795 Batteries, wet, filled with
alkali, Packing Instruction 871 for UN 3028 Batteries, dry, containing potassium hydroxide, solid, and
Packing Instruction 872 for UN 2800 Batteries, wet, non-spillable, similar inconsistencies on the
permission for single packagings was identified.

1.5 Additionally, during the review of the permitted outer packagings for Packing Instruction
492, it was identified that plywood drum (1D) is permitted in the UN Model Regulations but not the
Technical Instructions, and this packaging should also be applicable to Packing Instruction 870.

1.6 To address these inconsistencies and provide better alignment between the Technical
Instructions and the UN Model Regulations, it is proposed to revise Packing Instruction 492, and Packing
Instructions 870 to 872.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider revising Packing Instruction 492 and Packing
Instructions 870 to 872 as shown in the appendix to this working paper.
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