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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Packing Instruction 623 published in the Supplement to the Technical Instructions is
applicable to UN 3315 — Chemical sample, toxic. This UN number is only transported by the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). The current packing instruction was
developed approximately twenty years ago. The text as well as the detailed instruction should be adjusted
to allow for alternative packing systems which reflect technological changes and to align more to the
structure of the current packing instructions as published in the Technical instructions.

1.2 Transport containers currently in use by OPCW for the transport of UN 3315 materials
were designed twenty years ago. The weight of these containers exceeds 42 kg which makes it impossible
to transport the empty containers to the destination as baggage. The transport of the empty container as
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cargo has a negative impact on the response time of OPCW missions as the use of these containers
requires specific processes to be observed by OPCW personnel in the field. The current Packing
Instruction 623 was developed specifically for the use of these containers but does not allow for
alternative packing systems with an equivalent safety level.

1.3 With the evolution of technology and packing materials, more efficient and safer technical
solutions are available on the market. However, to allow the use of alternative packing systems requires
amendments to current Packing Instruction 623.

14 The proposed text aims to enable the use of more advanced and standardized packaging
systems, at least fulfilling the safety levels already in place for the transport of this UN number.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to:

a) consider and adopt an amendment to Packing Instruction 623 as shown in the
appendix to this working paper; and

b) discuss if the requirement to perform a thermal test as specified in paragraph “e)” of
this amendment should remain. The requirement to perform a thermal test is not
required for any other substance of Division 6.1, Packing Group | but is only required
for Type B(U), Type B(M) and Type C packages containing high activity radioactive
substances.
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