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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 At the DGP Working Group Meeting in 2023 (DGP-WG/23, 15 to 19 May 2023, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil), the importance of correct classification and concerns over the absence of requirements within the
Technical Instructions for the shipper to retain evidence of how classification was reached were raised (see
paragraph 4.2.2.3 of the DGP-WG/23 Report (DGP/29-WP/3)).

1.2 Whilst the shipper or freight forwarder might retain documentation such as commercial invoices and
packing lists, often these do not identify the commodities in sufficient detail to know precisely what product has
been shipped and enable evidence of classification to be requested. Consequently, States are unable to verify the
correct classification of dangerous goods during occurrence investigations. This problem also relates to routine
oversight, meaning latent failures by a shipper or forwarder can remain unidentified leading to a future dangerous
goods accident or incident.
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1.3 An amendment requiring the shipper to retain information or documentation demonstrating the basis
of classification was proposed at DGP-WG/23 to remedy the issue. The report records that there was sympathy
for the objective of the proposal, but some concerns over the specific proposal were made (see paragraph 4.2.2.3.2
of the DGP-WG/23 Report (DGP/29-WP/3).

1.4 One concern related to the types of information identified within a proposed note that could be used
to demonstrate the basis for classification, particularly a reference to safety data sheets. A note does not constitute
a requirement. Furthermore, the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals
includes standards for the structure and content of Safety Data Sheets including transport information consistent
with the UN Model Regulations and ICAO Technical Instructions.

1.5 Another concern was that an explicit requirement to retain documentation would impose an undue
burden on shippers. With the aim of gaining consensus, it is now proposed for the information to be made
available to the appropriate national authority upon request.

1.6 There was a suggestion that the proposal would have multimodal implications. It is suggested that it
is reasonable for this matter to be addressed directly within the Technical Instructions due to the explicit
obligation on States within Annex 18 for the investigation of dangerous goods accidents, dangerous goods
incidents and undeclared/misdeclared dangerous goods.

1.7 There was also a suggestion that guidance material might be a better approach towards achieving the
intent. It is not clear how guidance can achieve the objective of ensuring that the information used by a shipper
to assign a classification is available to the national competent authority if there is no requirement for the shipper
to do so.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider the amendment to the Introductory Chapter of Part 2 to the Technical
Instructions provided in the appendix to this working paper.



DGP/29-WP/22
3R

B3
Xf (ERARGN) 58 2 ABTHIEITIRE

8285
BEYImE 2

I5&E
===}

AEHRSNELTER LRSS DES. NL4#Hrh; LA AL

L1 HEOREZFARBF/IAT RN, DAHERARIFEN?E, HN, 7TUHiEE AT,
1.2 RGN 2r 28 R BAEE AT, TS AT 46858 20 K IME B AU ZERE AE E 5XH R4 R .

E: AR LN TOEHRY Lens . FREH DGl o RMRERPA (W) $ 2 o PHaL
fiE &R, AR (LHNF %S EFmER L) (GHS) AFMxsidEk.

1213 AEASEE AR IR Bl ACIULSE 3 B0 AR 2 Bk 3-1 R R AR 1 41 rh B A AR A i SR TS B
RPBEA S HRER IS BTN 2> Hebrif, PIEZEFZ S RAAMET, B, KR

a) I OE I T fE R SRR 4 B BRI EE R (no.s) % H;

b) AR —BAEES S AR, HPERNEREMEE CRE. %5 , REGBRRE LR, HEEER
FONRFEARAE, BT B SR A R P P& A R At s R 2k A CniRE . O3HE) 5i&
T s i A IR

121131 WAL FEIE T I L — e S R A .

E: EFPERSHALTAMAMEN, RMEBARKRASELRYZEREAERINMERS, FRE—DHASERD S E
BIAR KAEITR I W RSITRBVAMES, ZEFERYE HEME L ME,



