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SUMMARY 

This working paper proposes that where there are packages of Section II 
lithium batteries across more than one packing instruction that the compliance 
statement on the air waybill can be combined into a single compliance 
statement that identifies the applicable lithium battery type(s) and packing 
instruction numbers. 
 
Action by the DGP-WG: The DGP-WG is invited to consider the text 
proposed for inclusion in the lithium battery packing instructions as shown in 
the appendices to this working paper. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Section II of the lithium battery packing instructions requires that when an air waybill is 
used the air waybill must include a compliance statement that includes the type of lithium cells or 
batteries, i.e. lithium ion or lithium metal, the words “in compliance with Section II” and the applicable 
packing instruction, e.g. Packing Instruction 965. For example, in Section II of Packing Instruction 966 
the applicable statement is “Lithium ion batteries in compliance with Section II of Packing 
Instruction 966”. 

1.2 Where there are multiple consignments from a single shipper and there are different 
battery types or packing instructions and these are described on one air waybill or where a freight 
forwarder consolidates multiple consignments that have different compliance statements, these are being 
shown separately on the air waybill, see some examples in Appendix B. 
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1.3 Questions have been raised by shippers, freight forwarders, ground handling agents and 
operators if it is possible to combine multiple statements for different battery types / packing instructions 
into a single statement that includes the elements of the statement. 

1.4 The benefit of permitting a single statement is that when transmitted as an e-air waybill 
using Cargo Interline Message Protocol (IMP) there is a limited number of characters that can be included 
within the defined fields. Having to include multiple compliance statements uses a large number of 
characters without improving safety. Even where a paper air waybill is used, the need to repeat the 
compliance statement simply reduces the available “real estate” on the air waybill for other information 
related to the shipment. 

1.5 It is therefore proposed to make allowance for the compliance statements to be combined 
into a single statement on the air waybill to identify the applicable lithium battery types and the relevant 
packing instruction numbers, for example “Lithium ion and lithium metal batteries in compliance with PI 
967 and 970”. This would be added into Section II of the packing instructions by way of a note to identify 
that when this applies the statement may be in form shown. 

2. ACTION BY THE DGP-WG 

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider adding notes into Section II of Packing Instructions 965 
to 970 to make allowance for a single compliance statement that includes multiple packing instructions as 
shown in the appendix to this working paper. 

— — — — — — — — 
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APPENDIX A 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PART 4 OF THE TECHNICAL INSTRUCTIONS 

 
 

Part 4 
 

PACKING INSTRUCTIONS 
… 

Chapter 11 
 

CLASS 9 — MISCELLANEOUS DANGEROUS GOODS 
. . .  

Packing Instruction 965 
Cargo aircraft only for UN 3480

 
II. SECTION II 
 
 Lithium ion cells and batteries, when complying with Section II of this packing instruction, are only subject to the 

following additional provisions of these Instructions: 

. . .  

II.2 Additional requirements 

. . .  

— The words “lithium ion batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI965” — cargo aircraft only” or “lithium ion 
batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI965 — CAO” must be placed on the air waybill, when an air 
waybill is used. 

   Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 
one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may 
be combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of PI 
965 and 968 — CAO. 

— Packages and overpacks of lithium ion batteries prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section II 
must be offered to the operator separately from cargo which is not subject to these Instructions and must not 
be loaded into a unit load device before being offered to the operator. 

 — Any person preparing or offering cells or batteries for transport must receive adequate instruction on these 
requirements commensurate with their responsibilities. 

. . .  
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Packing Instruction 966 
. . .  

II. SECTION II 

. . .  

II.2 Additional requirements 
 

 — The words “lithium ion batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI966” must be placed on the air waybill, 
when an air waybill is used. 

Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 
one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may be 
combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of PI966 
and 970. 

— Where a package contains a combination of lithium batteries contained in equipment and lithium batteries 
packed with equipment that meet the limits for lithium cells or batteries of Section II, the following additional 
requirements apply: 

. . .  

 
 
 
  

Packing Instruction 967 
Passenger and cargo aircraft for UN 3481 (contained in equipment) only 

. . .  

II. SECTION II 

. . .  

II.2 Additional requirements  
 

 — Where a consignment includes packages bearing the lithium battery mark, the words “lithium ion batteries, in 
compliance with Section II of PI967” must be placed on the air waybill, when an air waybill is used. 

Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 
one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may 
be combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of 
PI966 and 970. 

 
— Any person preparing or offering cells or batteries for transport must receive adequate instruction on these 

requirements commensurate with their responsibilities.

. . .  
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Packing Instruction 968 
Cargo aircraft only for UN 3090

. . .  

II. SECTION II 

. . .  

II.2 Additional requirements 

. . .  

— The words “lithium metal batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI968 — cargo aircraft only" or "lithium 
metal batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI968 — CAO" must be placed on the air waybill, when an 
air waybill is used. 

 
Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 

one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may 
be combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of 
PI965 and 968 — CAO. 

 — Packages and overpacks of lithium metal batteries prepared in accordance with the provisions of Section II 
  must be offered to the operator separately from cargo which is not subject to these Instructions and must not 
  be loaded into a unit load device before being offered to the operator.

. . .  

 
 
 

Packing Instruction 969 
Passenger and cargo aircraft for UN 3091 (packed with equipment) only 

. . .  

II. SECTION II 
 

. . .  

II.2 Additional requirements  

. . .  

— The words “lithium metal batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI969” must be placed on the air waybill, 
when an air waybill is used. 

Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 
one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may 
be combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of 
PI966 and 969. 

— Where a package contains a combination of lithium batteries contained in equipment and lithium batteries 
packed with equipment that meet the limits for lithium cells or batteries of Section II, the following additional 
requirements apply: 

. . .  
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Packing Instruction 970 
Passenger and cargo aircraft for UN 3091 (contained in equipment) only 

. . .  

II. SECTION II 

. . .   

II.2 Additional requirements  
 

 — Where a consignment includes packages bearing the lithium battery mark, the words “lithium metal 
batteries, in compliance with Section II of PI970” must be placed on the air waybill, when an air waybill is 
used. 

Note.― Where packages of Section II lithium batteries from multiple packing instructions are included on 
one air waybill, the compliance statement for the different lithium battery types or packing instructions may 
be combined into a single statement, e.g. Lithium ion and metal batteries in compliance with Section II of 
PI966 and 970. 

— Any person preparing or offering cells or batteries for transport must receive adequate instruction on these 
requirements commensurate with their responsibilities.

. . .  

 
 

— — — — — — — —
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APPENDIX B 

 
AIR WAYBILL 

 
 

 
 
 
 

— END — 


