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DANGEROUS GOODS PANEL (DGP) 

MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE 
 

Memphis, 30 April to 4 May 2007  
 

Agenda Item 5: Resolution, where possible, of the non-recurrent work items identified by the Air 
Navigation Commission or the panel 

 5.5: Safety management systems 
 

SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
 

(Presented by the Secretary) 
  
  

SUMMARY 

This working paper provides material to further discussion on the need to 
establish a safety management system (SMS) for the transport of dangerous 
goods. It also clarifies the distinction between ICAO’s definitions for safety 
programmes and safety management systems. 
 
Action by the DGP-WG is in paragraph  2. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 At DGP-WG/06, the need to establish a safety management system (SMS) for the 
transport of dangerous goods by air was discussed (DGP-WG/06-WP/56, paragraph 7.7 refers). 

1.2 To assist further discussion, the following is provided: 

a) Appendix A — Extract from the ICAO Safety Management Manual (SMM) (Doc 9859) 
(the complete manual is available at www.icao.int/icaonet/dcs/9859/9859.html); and 

b) Appendix B — Safety Management Systems for Commercial Air Transport 
Operations. 
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1.3 It should be noted that ICAO differentiates between safety programmes and safety 
management systems as follows: 

a) a safety programme is an integrated set of regulations and activities aimed at 
improving safety; and 

b) a safety management system (SMS) is an organized approach to managing safety, 
including the necessary organizational structures, accountabilities, policies and 
procedures. 

While the concept of safety programmes and SMS is restricted to Annexes 6, 11 and 14 at present, it is 
possible that the concept will be expanded to include additional operational Annexes in the future. 

2. ACTION BY THE DGP-WG 

2.1 The DGP-WG is invited to further consider the desirability of including requirements for 
a SMS for the transport of dangerous goods by air. 
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