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subimil propasals, for soluliong o the issue of fires in containers, to that Sub-Committee for
conskleraison,

TEXT OF THE IMDG CODE FREELY DOWNLOADABLE FROM THE INTERNET iy f}ﬂf

337 The Sub-Commaittee noted that MSC 84 had instructed it b consider the merits of plocing
the complete text of the 1M Code on the [ntemet and ollowing it to be frezly downloadable in
the conteat of improving safety and prevention of pollution and, following am extensive

discussion, concluded as follows:

N agreed that this action would facilitste the application and the wides
dissemination of the requirements of the IMDCG Code and that this was
particularly impartznt when considering occosional wsers of the Code who may
nal buy i in view of its apparent high cosl, smoll business users and countriss
where the Code may not he readily available;

2 naing the finaneial burden to the user of updating the Code every two vears,
agreed that this action would reduce the likelihood of catdated versions of the
Code being used;

b agreed thal users and Administrations would be assisted in implementing the new

mandatory traiming requirements; and

A meted that thiz action waald I|iIl1 the= pn:cl:in: of 180 with that of some of the
sher modal regulators which, subssquent to the publication of iheir instraments,
mike their bexis freely downloadable after the entry inte force of ihose
instruments.

328 Howewer, some delegations wers of the opinkon that 2 long-term impact of this action
could be to deplete the Printing Fund surplus which could keve a consequential effest on the
frequency of the DSC Sub-Committee’s mesting schedule, amid, 25 a comgequence, on
development of safety standards.

119  The Swh-Commitiee noted the view of some delegntions that there was no glaring
evidence that the non-availability of the IMDG Cede’s text on the Intemet is directly contribuating
to non-compliznes with the provigions of the Code or to accidents involving packaged dangerous
garala.
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3.30 The Sub-Committee also noted that all VOHMA members polled stated that they were in
favour of placing the text freely downloadable on the Internet and would continue to purchass the
published wersion of the IMDG Code.  The aforementioned observation was supported by
observers from DGAC and CEFIC.

331 The Sub-Commitiee further noted that some Administrations have o legal obligation to
make freely available the text of national regulations and that the Code may be available in the
language of country.

132 The Sub-Committee noted information peovided by the Director. Maritime Safety
Division, regarding the issue of copyright surrounding the IMDG Code, in particular that;

A the texis of the amendments o the IMDO Code are adopted by the Maritime
Safety Committee under the sover of an MSC resolution and are annexed to the
respective reponis of the M3C and also, as requested by the resolution, cortified
copies of the authentic texts of the Code are transmitied 1o all IMO Membera and
Contracting Governmenls & SOLAS by the MO Legal and External Relations
Division;

2 the texts of the amendments to the Code under the cover of the MSC resolutions
and the puthentic texts of the Code are freely available for use by Member
Govemments which should not be restricted in their publication of this
information under their responsibility of promulgation of laws and repalations 1o
give the requirement of the Code full and complete effect under the provisions of
article [[b) of the 3OLAS Conventicn; and

3 the published version of the IMDG Code is subject to copyright protecting the
walue of an TMO publication incleding form and layout of the Code.

333  The Sub-Commitiee, having recalled that the Orpanization had previously made
instruments available on its website on a trial basis, noted that, in the context of enhancing safety
and affect, om the publication revenue, of placing the Code on the Intemel, an option o progress
the matter would be to carry out the trial placing of the Code on the [nfemet over a two-year
periad, monitor the statistics for downloads and sales of the published Cede and, on completion
of the rial, decide accordingly.
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