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SUMMARY 

The aviation industry relies on IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations (IATA 
DG Regulations) to be in compliance with the Technical Instructions. IATA 
DG Regulations, 49th Edition states that using security type equipment such as 
attaché cases, cash boxes etc. on board an aircraft is totally forbidden (Entry 
2.3.1.1, page 11).  
 
ICAO may wish to clarify if the text in the Technical Instructions should be 
interpreted as a total ban on the use of security type equipment as mentioned 
above. If this is the case, ICAO may wish to consider permitting certain types 
of cash boxes. ICAO could also, through the Technical Instructions, maintain 
a list of approved cash-boxes, provided that a total ban is lifted. New 
procedures for granting approval may be required and should include a 
demonstrated ability of the box to contain any intentional or unintentional 
release of ink and any possible abnormal situation like a fire involving lithium 
batteries.  
 
Action by the DGP-WG is in paragraph  2. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Following a number of criminal attacks on Scandinavian cash consignments, Norway 
initiated in 2007 work to analyse how to reduce the risk of criminal attacks when transporting cash on 
board an aircraft. Such attacks could in turn lead to passengers or ground staff at the airport being injured 
or even killed. This would probably lead to distrust in the airport where the attack took place, affecting 
passenger flow and revenue. 
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1.2 One of the main conclusions of the working group examining the issue is that the risk of 
criminal attacks would be significantly reduced by using cash boxes. It follows that the risk of collateral 
damage also will be reduced.  

1.3 The cash boxes normally use ink to stain the money, thus making it less attractive for 
criminals to carry out attacks. Cash boxes are constructed in such a way that it is very difficult to open the 
box unauthorized, without severely damaging the contents.  

1.4 The cash boxes in some cases contain pyrotechnical devices (Q Case 380/400 as an 
example), others do not (iBox Zero from http://www.spinnaker.co.uk/ ), to spread the ink that dyes the 
money.1  

1.5 Even if cash boxes do contain a small amount of dangerous goods, they seem to be 
allowed on board a passenger aircraft according to the Technical Instructions, Table 2.2, where 
Classification code 1.4S may apply if pyrotechnical equipment is involved and Packing Instructions 
903/918 may apply if lithium batteries are involved. The ink that stains the money could also be in 
compliance with the Technical Instructions. The main issue for the aviation industry, however, seems to 
be that the IATA DG Regulations, 49th Edition, clearly specifies the following: Security-type equipment 
such as attaché cases, cash boxes, cash bags, etc. incorporating dangerous goods, such as lithium 
batteries and/or pyrotechnical material, are totally forbidden (page 11, Entry 2.3.1.1). IATA Dangerous 
Goods regulations shall, however, be in line with the Technical Instructions. 

1.6 ICAO may wish to consider if the Technical Instructions should call for a total ban on the 
use of cash boxes or if certain cash boxes should be permitted. The IATA policy seems, as mentioned 
above, to rule out any use of cash boxes on board a passenger aircraft.  

1.7 The appropriate authorities in the different States could possibly permit the use of cash 
boxes of certain kinds on a case by case basis. However, it would be an unfortunate situation if a cash box 
is allowed out of the State, but not back again, due to ground handling procedures based on IATA 
Dangerous Goods Regulations. An international approach through ICAO would be preferable.   

1.8 Clarification needed 

1.8.1 ICAO may wish to clarify if the text in the Technical Instructions should be interpreted as 
a total ban on the use of cash boxes. The IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations, 49th Edition, Section 1, 
Entry 2.3.1.1 on page 11, clearly does not allow any use of cash boxes.  

1.9 Suggested approach 

1.9.1 A suggested approach towards solving the issue could be that ICAO through the 
Technical Instructions maintains a list of approved cash-boxes that may be used on board an aircraft.  

1.9.2 New procedures for granting approval may be required and should include a 
demonstrated ability of the box to contain any intentional or unintentional release of ink and any possible 
abnormal situation like a fire involving lithium batteries.  

 

                                                      
1 Please find attached an evaluation of Q-Case cash box and information on Spinnaker International and their cash box as 

examples.  
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2. ACTION BY THE DGP-WG 

2.1 The DGP-WG is invited to: 

a) consider if acceptance of certain cash-boxes could be based on their contents of 
dangerous goods including the interaction of the substances involved and the 
packaging;  

b) consider if alternative methods for granting approval could be based on a 
demonstrated ability of the box to contain any intentional or unintentional release of 
ink and any possible abnormal situation like a fire involving lithium batteries;  

c) consider if the urgent matter of arranging for safe transport of cash can be furthered 
by changing the Technical Instructions so that it maintains a list of approved 
cash-boxes that may be used on board an aircraft; and 

d) consider which steps should be taken to achieve the changes mentioned under 
subparagraph c) above.  

 

— — — — — — — — 
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