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Overview 

1. Brief update on ICAO current issues 
 

2. EASA Pilots’ age limits study – Janis Vegers 
 

3. Comparing Methods to Evaluate Cognitive Deficits in Commercial Airline Pilots – Dr 
Joshua Pocock 
 

4. Aviation safety versus medical confidentiality – Annemarie Schuite 
 

5. ICAO Medical Confidentiality survey feedback 



Health Promotion 



Age 

Statement Question 

Higher life expectancy  Equate to better health? 

Improved healthcare & medical technology Available everywhere? 

Medical/ operational limitations Justified on age or data driven evidence? 

Frequency of medical/ operational checks Justified on age or data driven evidence? 

Type of additional checks Justified on age or data driven evidence? 

Role of automation RPAS, response to system failure? 

Additional training (flight, incapacity) Limited under certain operational circumstances 

Total pilot flight hours and experience Protective effect – number and type of hours ? 

Recent pilot flight hours and experience Protective – how recent and type-specific? 

Individual functional assessment as opposed to cohort Applicable to all pilots, or after a certain age? 



RPAS and humanitarian aid 



Individual certification Medical system Aviation system 

Self-certification of pilots Driver’s licence  Operational conditions 

Professional drivers licence Functional competency of pilots 

GP certification Aircraft size and weight 

Aviation Medical Examiner Aircraft Technology 

Medical Assessor Carriage of passengers 

Accredited medical conclusion Flight for compensation 

Sharing of airspace 

Medical certification in general aviation 



Alcohol and substance use 

• Accident investigation panel  
• Considered mandatory testing after accidents or serious incidents 
• Identified need for more medical information and data 
• Referred to the MPSG (Medical Provisions Study Group) 

• Included in State Letter on sharing of medical confidential information 
• State Letter planned on testing practices of different countries 
• Alcohol and Substance Work group  

• Commence June/ July 2019 
• Guidance material development 
• Review of ICAO document on alcohol and substance use and abuse 
• Need for SARPs amendment 



 

• Data review in relation accident rate, serious incidents, medical incapacity events during 
flight and loss of licence due to mental health. 

• Review of global legislation and policies on mental health and public safety. 

• Review guidance material in Civil Aviation Medical Manual. 

• Review training of aviation medical examiners (AMEs)  in relation to mental health. 

• Develop proposal and guidance material balancing medical confidentiality & aviation safety. 

• Provide advice on the role of psychological assessment, psychometric testing and 
psychiatric assessment during the aviation medical assessment.  

• Provide advice on the role of simulator assessment in fitness to fly. 

• Review/develop risk assessment tool for fitness to fly. 

• Develop a Statement on mental health promotion material and distribution channels. 

• Develop a Statement on the role of Peer Support Programmes – for both aircrew and AMEs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Mental Health 



 

• Vision and colour vision  
 

• Air ambulances 
 

• RPAS – guidance material for AME’s 
 
• CAPSCA – infectious diseases 

 
          
             Will commence once other work groups are fully operational 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Other Work Groups 



Spread of vector-borne diseases 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/279702
. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/311025
.  

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/279702
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/279702
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/311025
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/311025


CAPSCA Training 

EACCC EXERCISE - PANDEMIC19 

JAATO / ICAO/ WHO CAPSCA on-line training course 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Prevention of infectious diseases 

http://quips.elasticbeanstalk.com/project/dev/663df2061165d4757a7781f9e4bccd2fb053de57.html


Questionnaire categories 

 

Annual flight data 
Plague outbreak in Madagascar 



Flight Information App 

Real time data as from 21 Aug 2017 



• Step-based approach with different layers 

– Vector distribution maps 

– Pathogen epidemiology and transmission 

– Airport vector control measures 

– Aircraft routes and disinsection methods 

Decision making tool 




