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Air Cargo 2017 Facts & Figures

2017—A Remarkable Year for Global Air Cargo

Approximately 56 million tonnes of freight were carried in 2017. Growth of scheduled

total freight traffic, expressed in terms of scheduled

total freight tonne-kilometres

performed (FTKs), was at 9.5 per cent in 2017, significantly higher than the 3.6 per cent
recorded in 2016. This growth was due mainly to the the improvement of global

economic conditions and world trade as well as a resurgence in consumer confidence.

Freight revenue tonne-kilometres (FTKs)
Total scheduled freight traffic, 2008-2017

250

200

(Billions)
-
8

Freight tonne-kilometres
-
8

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Source: ICAO

Source:

Share of international freight tonne-kilometres
(FTKs) by region in 2017

Asia and
Pacific

ICAO

Air carriers in Asia/Pacific carried nearly 40 per cent of scheduled international FTKs; the

figure was 26 per cent for carriers in Europe, 16 per cent for the Middle East, and 14 per

cent for those in North America. This indicated that nearly 80 per cent of long-haul
freight traffic flowed on the East-West trade lane that connects Asia to Europe, Asia to

North America, and Europe to North America.
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In 2017, the top ten (10) airports captured 27 per cent of the worldwide freight tonnage

and represented 37 per cent of the total mail tonnage.
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According to the latest ICAO forecast, it is estimated that global FTKs will grow at 4.1 per
cent annually to 2025 and 3.9 per cent to 2035.

= The commodities shipped by air are those that have
o high value per unit density. In 2014, air freight

VOEJME constituted 34.6 per cent of world trade by value, and

total value of transported goods of USD 6.4 trillion,
/3

despite representing only 0.5 per cent by volume
. AIR FREIGHT Q OTHER

/3: Industry High Level Group (IHLG). Aviation Benefits Report (2017), page 23, and Air Transport Action Group
(ATAG), Aviation: Benefits Beyond Borders (2016). Co I om b i a
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The growth of air freight traffic is driven by gross domestic product (GDP) growth,
performance of international trade, and the relationship of air freight demand to trade
of goods. Air cargo faces some threats and challenges such as rising interest rates, trade
protectionism, and international conflict, along with regulatory restrictions and
operational constraints.

Nevertheless, new opportunities are emerging in the global market in the areas of e-
commerce and pharmaceuticals. Some 87 per cent of business-to-consumer (B2C) e-
commerce parcels are currently carried by air. The e-commerce share of scheduled
international mail tonne kilometres (MTKs) grew from 16 per cent to 74 per cent
between 2010 and 2015 and is estimated to grow to 91 per cent by 2025.
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